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Roosevelt and the Tariff.
This statement. attributed to an un-
named bll moose leader, contains the
Tatest Roosevelt bid for the republican
nomination :

“If Theodore Roosevelt is nominate.d
isv the republican national eonvention
at Chieago it will meangthe eleetion of
a jepublican Senate this fall. At least
foar” states which are now in  doult
would be brought iuto the republican
eolumn, thus insuring a republican
twatjority in the upper braneh of Con-
Eoess. The importance of this ean be
gleaned from the faet that industrial

preparedoess in the form of a protec-

tive tariff will Le one of the vital is-
dues of the eampaign. A protective
Yarifi vnder demoezatie rule is out of

the question,”
The reference to the tariff is unfor-

tunate.  As The Star has repeatpdly
shown, Mr. Roosevelt’s tariff record is
sgiinst him. He is responsible directly
for his party’s tariff woes. If he had
tuken up the tariff question promptly

s entering the White House, as he
should have dome, amd, in a way, had
{o vunised to do, there would have been
po republican split on the subject in
I, and  consequently no demoeratie
1811, which was the
forerunner of the demoeratic general
Yietory in 1912,

Bt let the tariff slide, and ad-
dressed himself to other things. Why,
is a guestion. He has never given un
The econsequence® of his
negleet need no explanation. They are
now in evidence in the White House and
on Capitol Hill.

But more than this. All that the hull
meose party is promifing on the snh-
Jeet now is a tariff commission. It does
not urge an immediate revision of the
Underwood law, but only what is called
a “seientifie” inquiry for the laying of
“scientific” duties later. When? Well,
never mind. Sometime. As the Spaniards
say. tomorrow.

Here the bull moosers ecollide with
the democrats, who are promising the
same thing. The tariff is responsible for
one of the President’s numerous changes
pf mind. At one time he ridiculed the
proposition for a commission, but later
maw a light. and Congress, at his in-
Btance. is on the eve of creating a com-
mission. He will pick the members, and,
naturadly. will pick low tariff men for
the majority end of the tribunal.

And then! The question is easily
answeredl. If Mr. Wilson wins, and the
demoeracy elects another Congress in
November, the ecommission’s work may
intluenee tari¥ legislation. If the re-
win-—the bull moosers of
vourse have no chance to win—the com-
sission’s work will go to the waste
basket, where the work of the eommis-

House elected in

hi

explanation.

ublieans

sion appwinted onder the Taft admin-
istration went when the democrats came
. .

If the oniy ehance the republieans

have of carryving the Senate is under
Mr. Roosevelt's leadership on the tariff
gquestion the demoerats need not be dis-
turbed,

One of the interesting incidents of
June may he the exchanges of econdo-
lénee between W. J. Bryan and Henry

Ford because of the country’s failure to
put a sure-enough peace man at the
helm.

The
nanigs of people whose personal atten-
i it would Be weéll to call to the Ger-
man reminder that aliens in America
must respect American laws.

von lgel papers might provide

The mention of a $240,000,000 naval
appropriation does not create an im-
mediate fighting foree. But it has its
value in- moral effect.

Charles W. Fairbanks.

Gossip has it that both the Hughes
hoomers and the Roosevelt boomers are
fizuring on Mr. Fairbanks for running
This testifies to two things: (1)
""he high estimation in which Mr. Fair-
hanks is held as a politieal quantity;
20 the importance of Indiana ‘in
the equation.

The Indiana leader is a strong and

mate.

and

enpable  man, who, has made good
wherever placed. He carried himself
well in the Senate.  He was most serv-

iceable and acceptable in the vice presi-
Siwew leaving office he has been
an active and nfluential figure in state

deney.

and national campaigne.,

The sometimes
divided. In some circles it is associated
with incertitude. A safe

both initiative

to be given to drifting.
Fairbanks often deseribed
tut safety in his case in
with ealeulation and reflee-
tion. and a desire to do the right thing.
He hoth initiative and de-
¢inton many times in his national ecareer

term  “safe man™ is

and
thought

timaedity

N s to lark
and devision
Mr. i% in

that

s g ile

term.

has shown

of twenty véars, Without those qual-
iics he eould wot have Jed in the move-
iment which transferred Indiana from
the demoeratic to the republican fulumn‘.

aued kept it there so long.

In thiz= matter Mr. Fairbanks is in a
measiure repeating the history of Mr.
Hendricks'of the same state. In his day
be was as cagily the jirst demoerat as

Mr. Fairbanks has later M the first
\ <
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‘ation of a government department to

republican of Hoosierdom. He was a
eandidate for President in 1876, but ac-
cepted second place in order to strength-
en the party in the middle states. Again,
in 1884, he yielded to pressure and ran
for the vice presidency, and carried In-
diana for the ticket. He was of presi-
dential size, and much disappointed at
his failure to seore for first place, but
too stanch a party man to stand out
against party commands,

Mr. Fairbanks is of presidential size;
and his boom for first place is booming
very satisfactorily to his friends. At
Chicago he will eat a very interesting
figure. To meet the demoerats, who will
have their three strongest men—Mar-
shall, Kern and Taggart—in action as
candidates, the Indiana republicans must
bestir Themselves. Next to Mr. Fair
hanks, their strongest men are New and
Watson, who are running for the Sen-
ate. Hence, if Mr. Fairbanks is not
nominated at Chicago for first place,
his momination for second place would
greatly strengthen his party at home as
respects both its state and national en-
deavors.

A Department of Fine Arts,
Doubtless the day will come when the
United States government will take upon
itself the nurture and support of the
arts, as well as the industries of the
country. This will be in the course of
evolution. How long will be the inter-
val of preparation depends largely upon
the people themselves, upon their ap-
preciation of the value of cultural works
in the national life. Older countries
have already reached the point of gov-
ernmental direction and encouragement
of the arts, and their example should
stimulate the TUnited States inte a
quicker progression toward this point of
its development.

At the annual banquet of the Ameri-
can Federation of Arts, which has just
closed its convention in this ecity, Ho-
ratio Parker, one of the foremost of
America’s authorities on music, spoke
earnestly of the need of a government
department of fine arts. under which
musie, painting, seulpture and arehi-
teeture might be fostered. There is a
sound argument for the institution of
such a branch of the federal organiza-
tion. The United States conserves the
interests of the people in the matter of
invention, thfough the patent offiee; in
the realm of science through the Smith-
sonian and the Natiomal Museum; in
the field of labor, through the Depart-
ment of Labor; in the field of eduea-
tion, through the hureau of that name;
in the field of husiness, through the De-
partment of Commeree, and in the field
of soil tillage, through the Department
of Agriculture. Why should not the
arts of the people be recognized as of
sufficient importanee to be given encour-
agement and sustenance by means of a
weH directed bureau, if not a depart-
ment, designed to stimulate the artistie
appreciation of the people and to pro-
mote works and institutions that will
accomplish the spiritual and intellectual
development of the country?

Dr. Parker mentioned as one mani-
festation of such a governmental cn-
deavor the establishment here at the
capital of a national conservatory. of
music. That is but one of the possi-
bilities. The fine arts commission is
already in existence and doing a most
valuable work in standardizing the
structures and memorials ereeted by the
government. The government is now
doing much to make the life of the peo-
ple broader and fuller and better. The
co-ordination of the agencies already ex-
istent into a single organization would
form the basis for a department of fine
arta.

It is not extravagant to hope for the
development of this idea in the near
future. Interest in all the arts is mani-
fest in all parts of the country. Mil-
lions of the people are aroused to the
vital value in life of the refining influ-
ences of musie, painting, sculpture and
architecture. A movement for the cre-

foster these eulturzl tendencies would
receive support in every state.

A candidate of truly heroie quality
honestly believes that a failure to elect
him would be a national ealamity. Self-
confidence is one of the first essentials
of “heroism.”

The task of ppingn:iqiﬁg neutrality is
perhaps all that Umcle Sam can under-
take at present, in spite of the tempta-
tion to elaim the blessing due the peace-
maker.

Asquith 'is convinced that Ireland
needs a new form of government. To
this, a» a general proposition, Ireland
will heartily agree. f

Continued raids indicate a disposition
to take advintage ‘of Villa's absence to
create competition in the bandit Busi-
ness. . ¥ -

* DAscussion. of i:hﬁs and' specificationd
represents a large share of the time re-
quired for the building of a new navy.

Villa's policy. of remaining in hiding
renders bim liable to be called a molly-
cpddie. ; v )

Austria’s Advance on Italy.

The sudden development of a strong
Austrian offensive against the Italian
front south’of Trent is one of the sur-
prises of the war, which has been filled
with unexpected happenings. For a year
the two armies have been virtually dead-
locked in a long line winding about
through the mountainous frontier re.
gion, exclusively on Austrian soil. The
carly Italian advanee earried the troops
of King Victor several miles over the
border, and menaced two or three im-
portant Austrian positions. Before they
eould be taken, -however, the Austrian
lines stiffened and the invaders were
held in eheek. Save at Gorizia, at which
the Italians several months ago launched
a furious offensive, there has heen com-

gagements being, with relation to the
hostilities in other fields of the war, of
small importance, though the aggregate
of losges on the two sides has been heavy.

Evidently it is the purpose of Austria
to carry the war into Italy, to press the
Italian front tack toward Verona and
Vicenza. If these cities should fall into
Austrian hands all of northern Ttaly
would be menaced. But the dispatches
do mot indicate any immediate proba-
bility of an Ttalian retreat that far. The
Roman bulletins acknowledge with-
drawals from advanced. positions and
suggest that these withdrawals are
strategic. The fact remains that ground
has been gained and that at least at* one
point, at Constabella, .the Austrians are
in possession of Italian territory for the
first time since the war began.

Italy’s part in the campaign has been
said to have disappointed the allies, who
had expected a more successful pressure
npon the Austrian flank, and a with-
drawal of foreces from Galicia and per-
haps from the western front to check
the invasion. But Austria has had the
great advantage of having to defend
herself in this quarter in the most moun-
tainous portion of Europe. It is net
surprising that Italy has made so little
headway in the eircumstances of the at-
tack upon the Austrian front. If the
Ttalian lines are forced back into the
plains of Venetia the defenders will not
have the same advantage that Austria
has been enjoying during the past year.

Making Washington Attractive.

The latest session of the fine arts

commission has resulted in two de-
cisions which advance important works
under way and immediately in eontem-
plation. The working model of the
statue of Lincoln to be placed in the
memorial in Potomae Park was approved
and features of the landscape treatment
for the memorial approach were decided
upon. Thus the essentials of the me-
morial remaining to be determined were
settled, and it will be only necessarv
now for the architects and sculptor to
finish the project in accordance with the
determined plan. The memorial is rizs-
ing stegdily to reveal its full propor-
tions, and is eertain to he one of the
most attractive features of the eapital
when it:is completed, which should be
within a few months.
The plans for the Freer Art Gallery. to
be located in the Smithsonian grounds,
were also approved, and thus this work
is put in the way of immediate under-
taking. An architect of the highest re-
nowu has been selected by Mr. Frecr
for the construction of the building
which is to housg his valuable collec-
tion, and it is understood that the de-
sign prepared by him insures the crea-
tion of a structure of rare beauty, emi-
nently suituble for the contents it will
shelter and for the situation in ‘which
it will rest. It has been decided to place
the gallery at the southwest corner of
the Smithsonian section of the Mall,
whére it will have a most attractive set.
ting. :

With these two constructions, the Lin-
eoln Memorial and the Freer Art Gal
lery, added to Washington's features
the capital will indeed be greatly en-
riched in appearance and its significance
inereased. Ia its development the in-
fluence of the fine arts commission ‘3
most potent, and the standard that has
heen set im these and other matters is
ealculated to make Washington eventual-
ly in a literal sense the most attractive
eity in the world.

Panama police will have to send their
rifles to New York'to hé sold, owing to
their unskilful and undiseriminating use
during riots. The handling of firearm:
is ome of the hig problems of Latin
America.

Germans in Ameriea are getting some
of their best adviee on the duties of
eitizenship from thoughtful Germans in
Germany.

The average Mexican’s idea of the
United Statés seems to be battling Texas.
and heyond, an effete wilderness.

SHOCTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON,

Talking "em Over.

“My hushand is a regular rainbow
chaser,” said one woman.

“Mine isn’t,” replied the other. “Even
if he knew there was a pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow, he'd sit still and
expect the rainbow to come tg him.”

i An Uplifter.

“Bliggins is always talking about ap-
lifting people.”

“True. Even when he iz indignant
with somebody Bliggins wants to knock
him higher than a kite."”

Invariable Assumption.
Man, by ealamity dismayed,
_P'rum self-approval never wakes.
Hiw part “was'always ab‘y played
While others made the sad mistakes.
; SEES
“Sometimes,” said Uncle Eben, “yonll
see & reformer do unselfish dat if he
kin save .gomeboa_v else f'um destrue-
tion, he's willin’ to take a chance on his
own ']')r;"mpéetz_i.'”

' *A.Type Sometimes Met.
“That man believes he is making his-
tory."”
“Yes,"” replied Senator Sorghum ; “only
he thinks history ought to be one grand
autobiography.”

Erratic May.
Oh, the trees are proudly growing
'Neath the fickle skies of spring
But there isn’t any knowing
What their boughs to light will bring.
By surprises you are smitten
Midst the sunshine and the shower,
And your fingers get frost-bitten
When you try to pick a tlower.

Now the mercury grows weary
From its daily exercise
As the air grows chill and dreary,
Or the sun heats up the skies—
And it leaves you heavy-hearted
As you sometimes pause and see
That an ieciele has startsd- . .

! pn_i[lt’ﬂrely little heavy fighting, the en-
Y

- :Where a-blossom. ought:to be. =

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING

The most important agency in the
remarkable development of recent
years in the safety-

Burean of Mines first movement, the

federal bureau of
Safety Work. jines is finding it-

self called on more and more as the
acknowledked expert in the fleld to
play the part of a normal school for
training men to direct newly formed
bureaus of safety that are springing
up in mines and industrial establish-
ments all over the country.

Since the safety-first work had Its
beginning in this country with the cre-
ation of the bureau of mines in 1307,
with the commission “to conduct such
investigationa as would increase safety
and efficiency in mining operations”
more than a hundred mining companies
and industrial plants engaged In the
metal industries have created special
safety organizations. In the last few
vears a dozen or more experts of the
safety division of the bureau have been
drafted to fill responsible and high-
salaried positions In large commercial
concerns in charge of such agencies.

An inguiry by the bureau has shown
that these expert advigers in the guard-
Ing of human lives and limbs are
known variously as safety engineers.
directors and inspectors, instructors in
and superintendents of safety, first aid
and educational directors, and rescue
and safety foremen. In spite of the
varied titles, however, the duties of all
of these special employes are prac-
tically the same, and consgist in general
of conferences with the workmen and
examination of physical condltions in
the plant with the end in view of dis-
covering needed improvements and the
offering of suggestions to both the em-
ployes and employers for safer meth-
ods, practices and equipment.

As the result of this work, the gen-
eral educational and demonstration
work of the bureau of mines and the
parallel activities of other agencler the
loss of life in mines has steadily de-
creased, the federal bureau points out.
Deaths from mine accidents numbered
approximately five, for each 1,000 men
employed in 1907, when the bureau was
created, and decreased to less than
three for each 1,000 employves in 1915,

A gratifying feature of the reduction
in the loss of life among miners, as
pointed out by Van H. Manning, director
of the bureau of mines, is that but for
the carefully directed safety work the
natnral‘development of the mining in-
dustry in late vears would have great-

ly inecreased the proportion of fatal
accidents. He directs attention to the
fact that the hazard naturally in-

creases as mines become larger, employ
more men, are worked deeper and leave
more and more abandoned rooms and
corridors where explosive gas and dust
may accumulate.

The existence of several well known
mines where because of apecial precau-
tions deaths of miners have been re-
duced far below the average for the
industry leada the bureau officials to
feel confident that a steady extension
of the safety-first movement in the
mining industry will bring the general
death rate much lower. Toward this
end, while the many centers of safety-
first work that have bheen estahlished
among private companies will be left
to develop in scope and efficiency, the
bureau of mines plans, through its
mine-rescue cars, its publications and
ita staff of experts, steadily to con-
tinde to spread the gospel of safety
first.

£
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How long will you live? Uncle Sam

can tell you—almost—in the first life
expectation tables this
Expmtion government has ever pre-
It pared and which will be

of Life. issued soon by the census
bureau. The® tables are similar to
those prepared by life insurance com-
panies, but relate to the whole popu-
lation in the territoty coversd, while
the company tables relate only to the
insured persons. The population em-

braced by the tables is that of the
“registration area —New England,
New York, New Jersev, Michigan and
the District of Columbia—a population
which is, however, characteristic of an
important additional portion of the
United States.

One interesting point brought out by
the tables is that female whites have
ronsistently a Ilonger expectation® of
life than male whites at all times from

birth to ninety-four vears of age. An-
other matter of Interest is that the
healthiest year of life for both male
and Tfemale native whites s the

twelfth, when the death rate, which for
the firat vear was more than 12.000 for
boys and 10,000 for girls per 100,008, is re-
fdueed to 228 and 198, respectively.

At birth. it is shown, the average mx-
pectation of life for native white males
is, upproxirnately, fifty and one-half
years, and for females, fifty-three and
one-half vears. For those who man-
age to reach the first milestone, how-
ever, the éxpectation is, resperctively,
fifty-seven and sixty years.

A striking difference between expec-
tation in eity and country is shown.
The average white male at birth in
rural districts has 7.7 more yvears to
live than if horn in a city. The ex-
pectation of the average female iz {n-
creased also, but only six vears.

*
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To persons not familiar with the
technical s=ide of cotton grading—and

dling fair.,” often encountered In print,
are a wmeaningless jumble of words.
l.ese than three vears ago, as a matter
of fact, until Uncle Sam came to the
rescue, the terms meant little enough

in the most technical phases of the
cotton trade, Nearly every one of the
large “spot” cotton markets of the

country—where actual bales of cotton
are hought and sold—had a different
scheme of grading; and a still different
system was emploved in Liverpool, long
the chief cotton market of the world.

The variations gave rise to endless
disputes and the loss of much time and
money. Attempts had been made from
tirne to time hy various associations to
reach an agreement as to standards,
but had never proved successful. Many
experienced cotton dealers believed that
variations among colton grown in wva-
rious sections of the south was so great
@aut the formulation of a satisfactory
system of grades of universal applica-
tion would be impossible.

U'nder authority of Congress, howev-
er, the then newly created office of
markets of the Department of Agri-
culture took up the problem in 1914
and establigshed standards that have
not anly met with practically univers-
#l acceptance in the United States, but
which have been accepted to a certain
extent in the chief foreign cotton mar-
kets. Demand for the government
standards (s so brisk, in fact, that a
large force of experts is kept busy
now in specially equipped workrooms
Ifn Washington arranging the carefully
selacted samples of flber of different
grades in special receptacles and pre-
paring them for shipment.

Cotton may be cotton to the man in
the street, but to Uncle Sam’s expert
graders all bales that are marketable

this means, incidentally,
Gmding many men who make the!rl
livings producing the gtaple

Cﬂttﬂn. —such terms ax“strict good
ordinary,” “low middling” and “mid-

fall into one of 108 types, and there is,
besides, the cotton below the lowest
standard, which is denominated "un-
tenderable.” The 108 little squares of
cotton that were selected, after months
of research, comparison and examina-
tion, to represent the official cotton
standards of the United States have
been stored with more care, perhaps,
than was ever bestowed on the world's
most priceless jewels. Each sample
was carefully rolled in specially pre-
pared carbon paper to exclude all light,
was inserted in a large glass tube, cov-
ered with a layer of asbestos. and, aft-
er the extraction of all air, was sealed
in vacuum.

The entire set was then placed In a
safe and the whole stored in one of
the vaults of the United States Treas-
ury. Twentyv-four duplicate =ets were
stored in safe deposit vaults in differ-
ent buildings of the Department of
Agriculture. Other duplicates were
kept in more accessible places as work-
ing Bets from which sets for sale to
various markets are prepared.

In arriving at standards the sdepart-
ment specialists collected samples from
all of the cotton growing reglons of
the country, so that all types might be
represented. The scheme accepied pro-
vides for nine grades to which the old
nomenclature is applied, and within
each grarde twelve types. The scheme
1s based on “middling,” which is what
has come to be recognized as the aver-
age grade. Working down from mid-
dling the grades are "strict low mid-
dling,” "low middling,” “strict good
ordinary” and “good ordinary.” The|
latter i= the loweat grade with which
orders may be fllled. Working up from
middling, the grades are “strict mid-
dling,” "good middling,” *“strict good
middling” and “middling fair” While
“good ordlnary” at one extreme |is
dingy, discolored and trashy, “mid-
dling fair,” the teop grade, is bright.
white and practically free from all
trace of foreign matter.

In securing the bales of cotton that
will exactly match the stamdards and
gamples from which will therefore
serve a’R material for the production of
standard sets, the office of markets
finds much difficulty. Employes peri-
odically scour the country for such
bales and several of each type are kept
on hand in Washington. The compari-
sons as A result of which the new sets
of standards are produced are made In
a specially designed room flooded with
light from a gigantic north skylight,
which international experts vpronounce
the best equipped eotton graiding quar-
ters in the world. The comparisons
are made only on_bright days.

The working sets of standards are
assembled in flat boxes, each box rep-
resenting a grade and contalning
twelve s=mall square hoxes of types.
In the top of each box is placed a pho-
tograph of its contents on the same
ecale as the originnl, so that any tam-
pering with the standards will become
immediately apparent.

The government sells its cotton
standards for 320 a set and exacts of
the purchaser an agreement that the
certificates of grade may he canceled
at any time that the box ceases to rep-
resent the official standards or when
the photographa become mutilated.
More than 600 full sets of standards
have been sold In the United States and
more than a score in foreign countries.
The Liverpool Cotton Assoclation has

maodified its standards sn that they
practically are identical with the
Uniterl Btates standards, and In Ger-

many and France serious consideration
is being given to the adoption of the
American standards. There is little
doubt in the minds of cotton specialists
that the official cotton standards of
the country which produces the hulk of
the world's supply will, hefofe a great
while, he recognized as the world's
standards for the fiber.
»
* *

One of the many industries which has
felt the stimulation of war conditions

in the United States, it

G-raphite has heen found by the
i zreological survey in its
Mning: ocr.taxing of mineral

developments,
While graphite

ie  graphite mining.
is not used itself as
an ingredient in war munitions, it is
of great importance in the manufac-
ture of many munitions and devices of
wair, since the melting of ymetals for
fine work is carried on almost exclu-
slvely in graphite crucibles.

The unprecedented demand for the
substance has brought about the open-
ing of mines in new locations in Ala-
hama and in virgin graphite territory
in central Texas. After a studyv of the
situation the survey found that the
old-established mines in a number of
the eastern states increased thelr out-
put nearly I.000,000 pounds in 1915
The opening of the new sources of the
mineral will hring about an even more
marked inecrease in the production the
present vear, the government geolo-
glatz predict.

1t i= ronsidered not improbable that
the demand for graphite may atimulate
the dizcovery of new deposits enough
ta completely supply the domestic de-
manid, At present, however, much of
the zraphite consumed here is brought
haif way around the world from Ceylon
and Madagascar. Rising freight rares
and insurance, coupled with increased
demnand, have about doubled the price
of the commodity.

Another phase of the graphite indus-
try affected by the war, it has been
hrought out hy the geplogical survey,
is the manufacture of artificial graph-
ite by electrical processes at Niagara
Falls. The artificial product cannot be
employved far making cruclbles, but is
used for electrodes In electric fur-
naces. The need for thess electrodes
has been increased hy the complex
metallurgical demands of modern war-
fare.

*
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Economic problems are keen in Porto

Rien, where the population is probably
denser than in any other
Porto Rican territory over which the

Btars and BStripes wave,
Products. and in order to fosater
trade between the island and the main-
land the TUnited States government,
through the Department of Commerce,
is calling attention to some of the is-
land's products, for which class of sup-
plies our importers go to other and
often less accessible countriea,

One product of the island Is “Panama”
hats, sald to be made from the same

materials as those of Colomhia and
Ecuador, and to be comparable in work-
manship and quality. Our supply, how-
ever, comes almost wholly from the two
South American countries. Another
Porto Rican product which the Com-
merce Department points out we do
not make use of is cocoanut “coir”
fiber, from which doormats and mat-
ting is made. The supply for tha United
States is almost #ll gotten from an-
other source, amd largely in manufac-
tured form. A third commodity of the
territory which it {s suggested manu-
facturers of the ['nited States should
come to know is the Porto Rican "veg-
etable wool.” a light, silky fiber pro-
duced in abundance on the island,
which, it is declared, would be of im-
portance in the upholstery industry,
perhaps to an extent replacing the val-
uahle kapok of the East Indies.

The Commerce Department is exhibit-
ing samples of the three island prod-
ucts to interested manufacturers and
importers, and is offering to place them
in touch with specific sources of supply.

From the Baltimore Btar.

President Wilson's statement that his
Jjob is no sinecure does not seem to
deter a number of very prominent gen-
tlemen In their endeavor to succeed
him.

From the Byracuse Herald,

President Wilson says he has heen
kept awake nights worrying over the
Eurcpean situation. Now ian't the
kaiser ashamed of himself?

¥From the Baltimore Evening Sun.
Wonder " whose neck Uncle Wood-
row is thinking of sitting on and whom
he is thinking of kunocking down for
the good of his soul. Beware, Car-

ranza! Be careful, kalser! Oo slow,
John Bulll .= . = i -

n

THE PRESIDENT'S AVOWAL.

Fram the XNew Haven Register, .

One may gather from some things
which President Wilson said in_his
gpeech last night that he Is not having
a “perfectly corking time” in his four
years al Washington.

From the Indiznapolis News.

Or perhaps, Mr. President, a more ac-
curate statement of the case would be
that a few public men grow and most
of them swell.

From the Pittshurgh Gt:elw-']‘{met.:

President Wilson  says that for the
sake of some man's soul “I have got 1o
occasionally knock " him downt'“ " Ah,

ha! Not too proud to fight: merely
out of praetiee. AEFIT T :

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

Congrens sent to Presldent Johnson
about this time fifty years ago a bill
admitting Col-

Colorado Admission orado as a
Vetoed by I'resident state into the

* UUnion, but the
Presldent vetoed it. In The Star of May
16, 18686, is the following on the subject:

“The message of the President com-
municating to the Senate his objections
to the bill for the admission of Colo-
rado as a state into the Union is con-
cise, but comprehensive, while his ar-
‘guments are unanswerable. The coun-
try cannot percelve any more than the
President the ‘high public necessity’
which would justify ‘a departure from
the law of equality which has been so
generally adhered to in our history.’
That 30,000 people in Colorade should
have two votes in the Senate, while
4,000,000 people in New York have no
more and that the same 30,000 should
have three votes in the electoral col-
lege while the most populous state has
but thirty-three, may work very well
for the maintenance and perpetuity of
party power, but that it is just and
compatible with the public interest is
not so clear.

"Have the advbcates of this measure

pondered one fact? Setting aside every-
thing else, would the admission of Col-
orado at this time be a safe precedent?
The majority in Congress, in spite of
partial legislation and party maneu- ¢
vers, cannot expect to retain power for-
ever, and the means they now use for
that end may be turned upon them-
selves. Already the division of the old
states to form new ones is agltated in
several sections south of Mason and
Dixon's line; and if a precedent is now
set, the process may be carried to an
indefinite extent. The limit must be
defined somewhere. If 30,000 people
are entitled to two senators, then why
not 10,0007, 1,0007, 100? This argument
ad homimen will no doubt convince even
those who are deaf to the voice of jus-
tice and blind to the public good.”
*
* *

The payment of prize money was be-
ing carrled on for some time after the
close of the civll war in

Prize Money settlement of claims
against the government.
Red Tape. 15 the star of May 17,

1866, is the following description of the
method of payment:

“As but few of our readers in all
probability are acquainted with the
methods used in the distribution and
payment of prize money by the depart-
ments of the government having these
matters in charge and a8 many are in-
terested in the subject we give the fol-
lowing for their information: The or-
der for distribution, accompanied by
the prize list, is sent by the Secretary
of the Navy to the fourth auditor of the
Treasury, where it is at once taken in
hand by. the computing clerk, who
makes the requisite apportionment ac-
cording to the law in force at the time
u_f capture. This, after receiving the
signature of the auditor, is sent to the
second controllér, who, if it is correct,
gives it his approval and returns it to
the auditor as ready for payment. All
claims then on file with the auditor are
taken up, examined and orders for pay-
ment made, which are also signed by
the auditor and sent to the controller
for his revision; after which they are
returned to the auditor, recorded, and
letters of transmittal written to the at-
torneys or claimants, as the case may
be. Each letter is then copied, the cer-
tificates are inclosed and the letters
mailed. The length of time consumed
depends upon the number of certificates
which may have been previously sent to
the controller. Frequently there are
from 800 to 1,500 algeady there, which
must be disposed of before new ones
can receive attention.”

*

L
Efforts were being made fifty years
ago to fill the Eastern branch flats, but
they were on a small

Excﬂvating scale and only inci-

dental to another line

the Canal. of public improvement.

In The Star of May 19, 1866, is this
paragraph;

“The contractor for excavating the
deposits from the eastern section of the
Washington canal, Mr. P. Fargquhar, as
also the subcontractors, Messrs. Mur-
phy & Co., are getting along filnely, and
netwithstanding the late rain has put
the work back a little, they can easily
have it done in the specified time. Mr.
Severson, the engineer in charge of the
work, says that if it was necessary to
do 30, he could, with & few more hands,
complete this portion of the work in
two days, and that the work, with pres-
ent force, wiill be completed by the mid-
die of June. The deposgits from the:
lower portion of the work are loaded
on scows and tloated to the Eastern
branch, where they are placed on the
lowlands west of the mouth of the
canal, while this side some is wheeled
out on barrels and some shoveled out,
and in the vicinity of Maryland avenue
the deposit is loaded directly on carts
and hauled to the adjacent low grounds.
Messrs. Galt & Brown, who have the
contract for constructing the cause-
way, have already much of their tim-
ber on the ground, at the foot of 17th
street, and a powerful steam pile driver,
which will be put in operation Monday
next, at which time they will set their
hands to work and complete it as soon
as possible.”

% *

The day is gone past when Washing-
ton was regaled by stone battles be-

tween rival

Sunday Stone Fight sangs. but fifty

= yeags ago they
at Four-Mile Run. .7, f oquent,

sometlimes belng even arranged after
the exchange of challenges. In The
Star of May 21, 1866, is a description of
one of these fights:

“Yesterday morning a gang of 150 or
200 young rowdles passed over the
Long bridge to go to Four-Mile run to
participate in the Sunday fighta that
regularly take place in that wvicinity
between the rowdies of Alexandria and
the District of Columbia. A gentle-
man who saw the gang waiting at the
bridge until the draw was closed—it
being opened at the time—describes it
as a mixed multitude of bovs of all
ages and all colors, some well dressed
and some in rags. The bootblack legion
was largely represented. As soon as
the draw was closed they rushed over,
whooping and shouting. They had
their disgraceful battle according to
program. Sticks, stones, pistols and
even muskets were brought into requi-

sition by the rowdy combatants, and
some were severely injured. One lad,
named Knight, respectably connected

in Washington, lost an eye by a shol.
It is a shame that these conflicts are
allowed to occur on the Sabbath, with-
in two and a half or three miles of
Alexandria and four from the national
metropolis. Respectable citizens fear
to pass along the road on the Sabbath,
lest they should be Killed or injured by
the blackguards who engage in these
Sabbath exercises. We understand that
a squad of cavalry arrested a consider-
able number of the participants in this
affair and took them to Alexandria.

ABOUT GROWN PEOPLE.

tirown folks are very queer, I think;
They're clever and they're wise,

But still it's mighty hard for me
To understand their whys.

Days when I romp and rip and rush
And let things slip and fall,

They aay, “No wonder mischief's done
He's never still at all.”

Times when I go off by myselfl
And make no nolse they say,
**He’s surely up to mischlef now,

He's been so still today.””

‘Grown folks are very fine, 1 know,
“But very curions, ton.

To say the same thing every time,
Whichever way T do!

—Harper's Magasine,

POLAND INDEPENDENT AFTER WAR

When in 1814 it was decided that dip-

lomats should assemble In congress at

Vienna to establish the

c basis of a durable peace in

ongresu Europe, Prince Talleyrand

of 1814. wrote to Prince Metternich

a letter, a paragraph of which still has
vivid reality:

“Of all the questions which should be
treated in the congress at Vienna the
King of France might consider as the
first, the greatest, the most eminently
European, that of Poland. If it was
possible to hope as much aa he desired,
that a people worthy of the interest of
all the otherssby its age, value, services
rendered formerly to Europe and by its
misfortune, could be glven back its
ancient and complete independence.
The partitlon which struck it off the
list of nations was the prelude, in part
the cause and pPrhﬂh.n to a certain
point the excuse for the upheavals to
which Europe has been a prey.”

That which Tallevrand wrote in 1814
is still true in 1916, for the crime of
partition remains and the upheavals
that have succeeded, even the present
war, are due to this colossal injustice
and act of inanity. To this political
crime there is now added a crime of in-
humanity, a sequence, for Poland has
been desolated by the armies of the na-
tions that had despoiled her, and Po-
land in the agony of her distress—her
starvation—has appealed for help to
civilized nations. The names of Sohieski,
who delivered Vienna from the Turks
in 1683; of Kosciuzko and Pulaski in
the war for American independence, of
Gen. Skrzneckl, instructor of the Bel-

ian army in 1832: of Mieroslowski,
generalissimo of the armies of the
Grand Duchy of Baden in 1848; of
Chrzanowski, commander of the Italian
army at Novarra: of Boenf, commander
of the Hungarian armies against Aus-
tria in 1818; of Gen. Zamoyski, com-
mander of the Polish legion with the
Franco-English armies in the Crimea,
entitle Poland to the sympathetic at-
tention of the old and new world alike.

*
* %

A patriotic IMole, Count Charles Potu-
licki, president of the committee “Pro
Polonia, in an arti-

Sudden Reversal cle “Poland Yester-
day and Tomor-

of Sentiment. |, explains the

motives of the sudden reversal of pub-
lic opinion in Europe in favor of Po-

land:

Firgt of these motives is the necessity
of consolidating future peace in creat-
ing a barrier hetween pan-Slavism and
pan-Germanism.

Second, the conviction which is appar-
ent to statesmen at the head of the
copartitioners that it is better that
Poles, refusing all assimilation, unite
themselves in one neutral state rather
than join.in a strong preportion of for-
elgn elements, the more hostile that the
wiur had ended in deceptions.

Third, the fear of augmenting the
forces of the enemy—enemy which is
perhaps the ally of today—in. yielding
to him or in leasing to him Polish pos-
sessions.

“Poland is the keystone of the arch
of Europe,” sald Napoleon 1 at 5t. Hel-
ena in regretting perhaps that he had
not acted upon that conviction when he
eould have done so. Poland is the ped-
estal of the interests of Europe which
the statesmen of Europe will be obliged
to recognize in establishing the plan
for a durable peace. -

Placed between Russia and Prussia,
these two incarnations of nationalist,
expansive and aggressive policy, the
Poles have always been and will re-
main refractory as well to the solicita-
tions of pan-Slavism as to the menaces
and intrigues of pan-Germanism.

Poland is passionately enamored with
the finesse of high occidental culture,
of Latin culture which the grand hu-
manists professed at the Polish Univer-
sity of Cracovia or sought at its sgpurces
in France and Italy. Poles are strong
Catholics and deeply attached to the
Church of Rome, but without sectarian
intolerance they could well have agreed
with the Russians and the Russian soul,
but never with pan-Russianism. That
governmental conception of pan-Slav-
ism imposed on Europe by Peter the
Great and imposed on Russia by his
successors has always been odious to
Poles.

*
It is likewise with pan-Germanism,
or rather “Hakatism,"” a special organ-
ization which formulated
Bismarck's measures tn exterminate
Poli Poles in FPosnania.  That
olicy. organization was created
by the Bismarckian policy which would
discredit Emperor William 11 and was
adopted later by the government, which
did not know how to get rid of it and
which found in it finally a precious in-
strument for itz new anti-Polish peolicy.
“Hakatism”™ marked with an official
stamp was furnished with all imagin-
abie devices to accomplish its ends.

The absolute interdiction of the Pol-
ish language in the schools, in the tri-
bunalsg, in the public meetings and in
all ernment services, interdiction to
Poles to sell their lands without gov-
ernment authority which reserved for
itself the right of pre-emption; “legal”
expropriation of Polish proprietors to
the profit of colonists imported from
Germany—these were only a feeble part
of the - desperate measures that the
Poles, excluded by fact if not by law
from all official employment, had to
suffer in that Posnania which is the
cradle of their country.

After the partition of Poland, which
the culpable want of foresight of the
powers represented in the congress of
Vienna tacitly consolidated, the three
monarchies copartitioners had a com-
mon interest to keep silence over their
vietims and not to recall to the con-
science of Europe the misdeed of which
they alone would profit. This complic-
ity in the first place permitted Prussia
Lo grow in the shadow of Russia and
Austria.

The war of 1866, although but a po-
litical Germanic incident, obliged Aus-
trin to change her attitude toward her
Polish subjecte. Having ceased to sea
in them enemies, she ceased also to
obey Prussian suggestions which fell
back on Russia alone. But the “Polish
peril” could not serve indefinitely as
a bond hetween Russia and the new
Germanic empire. Events proved more
slrong than ordinary. The nat!anallpt
tendencies became more pronounced in
the two monarchies; the policy of Eng-
land not to allow herself to be dis-
tunced In the mastery of the seas; the
creation by Austrin-Hungary of a
sphere of interests in the Balkans—so
many causes that rang the knell of
Russo-German friendship cemented by
the fear, more than a hundred years
old, of seeing revived an independent

Poland.
If the treatment inflicted by Russia

and Pruseia on their Polish suhbjects
has followed an ascending seale it was
the contrary in Austria. Austria, ousted
by Prussia from the Germanic hege-
mony, went out almost unhurt by her
defeat, due to the moderation of the
terms imposed on the conqueror hy
Napoleon [I1l. Austria - found recom-
pense in Galicia, where she offered to
Poles an autonomy large and liberal
enough to live their proper life. The
Poles of Galicia, in return, kept lovally
their pact of peace with Austria dur-
ing a half century. The war of 1914
came, and Poles in the German, Ruse
slan and Austrian armies bravely per-
formed their duties which cruel des.
tiny had imposed Notwithstanding,
one unique and fervent desire never
ceased to animate and dominate thia
twenty millions of people under the
flags they serve—the desire to he frea
and to show themselves worthy of
freedom.

The present

war has tried roland

atill more cruelly than Belgium and
Serbia. If poasible. The ruin «ffectiad
in the latter countries is due to the
enemy, who has ruined and desolated
only the districts through which ha
passed. Serbia was freed from inva-
#ion during more than nine months,

while Poland has seen the tGierman and
Russian armies advance and retira
over her territory without either of
these armies doing anything to allevi-
ate the condition of the inhabitants,
who suffered as much from the Ger-
mana as from the Russians,

The role of I"oland since her origin
down to the lazt halfl of the eighteenth
century has been triple—role deter-
mined both by her geographical situa=
tion and by the Polish spirit itself

First, her role interdicted the ex-
tension of Prussia and of Germany-—to
block the constant tendency to spread
toward the center of Europe.

Second. to defend KFurope against
Agiatic invasions from Turkeyv or from
Ru=ssia under Tartar or Mongol

Third, to develop toward the north
and east, southern and western Euro-
pean ideas—that is 1o sav, the =pirit
of Rome, then the spirit of liberal and

democratic ideas.
*
w ¥
Toward the end of the cighteenth
century, overcharged with their inte=

rior difficulties, oeccl-

AxisofPolicy dental nations per-
mitted withont pro=-

ChangEd test the successive
partitions of Foland. Not only their

prestige was thus diminished; not anly
an important nation disappeared from
the map of Europe, but one may say
that the axis even of European policy
was changed. The axis of European
equilibrium  found itself displaced
toward the east and the north. Neither

England nor France continued to hold
control of the diplomatic elements of
the European situation. It was in vain
that Napoleon endeavored to counter-
balance that state of things: in vain
that England endeavored to interdict
all hegemony from whatever source.
Slowly but surely the importance of
Prussia and that of Russia increased
and necessitated a game of allilances
infinitely more complex than any of
those which had' produced the coall-
tions, the holy alliance of othera.

To suppress Poland was to withdraw
the sentinel posted in eastern Europe
to prevent Asiatic attempts; it was to
render more acute and more delicate
the =oiution of- the question of the
orient; it was to throw down the har-
rier between BEurope and Asia: it was,
ahove all, to open the gates wide to the
Germanic influence,

Weakened in the occident by long
and bloody wars, the house of Austria
recovered to the detriment of Poland a
territorial importance and a prestige
susceptible of extending her ambhitions
toward the Balkans. In whatever way
the future could be considered, it was
for France and England to annul at
one stroke 211 ihe efforts and all the
realizations effected by the statesmen
who had succeeded by the treaties of
Utrecht and Westphalia, including
these dangers England and France, 1t
should be =aid. were confronted at the
partition of FPoland. England by her
colonial wars, France by the revolu-
tion.

In suppressing a state placed between
Prussia and Russia and Austria. it nee-
egsarily rendered the frictions more
acute between these three countries, all
ambitious and desirous of preponders
ance. Poland had served since centu-
ries, according to the consecrated ex-
pression, “d ‘etat tampon,” or huffer
state; her suppression did not give to
either of the three rival states mere
logical frontiers; on the contrary. they
substituted for a real nation arbitrary
limits, veritable permanent temptations
for ambitious dynasties.

*
* =
The grandeur of Prussia is due ex-

tensively to the ruin of Poland. Frus-
sia acquired an In-

Amtna Wll crease of territory, in-
crease of population

Hampered. and advantages both
economical and strategic. Austria re-

ceived no real profit by the Polish ae-
cession. It deformed Austria’s natural
frontier by the wall of the Carpathi nsa,
but graver still Austria found herse!l
embarrassed by Poland's redoub: iie
rivalry in the domailn of agriculture.
Russia in aiding in the partition of
Poland gave herself definite place in
the concert of nations. Otherwise the
partition complicated Russia's interior
situation by the introduction into the
bosom of the empire of an irreductible
foyer of liberal ideas; finally, in giving
to the Russian frontier from the west
a greater vulnerahility. The Russian
bureaucracy besides, nourished since
Peter the Great by the spirit of Prus-
sin, was subjected to a pacific German
penetration, which has been charac-
teried as “more disastrous for Russia
than the campaign Rmsso-Japanese.”
In suppressing Poland, Russia de-

prived herself of her best defensa
against Germany. A study of the
Husso-German campaign since the

debut of the war shows how impossible
it was for Russia, because of the condi-
tions of the country, those of mobiliza-
tion and the state of the railwaye, to
assume the defense of her Polish pos-
sessionsa. In order not to give to the
kingdom of Poland a dangerous power
the Russlan goyernment neglected con-
structions whielr had been extremely
useful. Russia thus opened a breach In
her flanks by which, as we have seen,
the Germans have profited more, per-
haps, than hy the military genius of
their generals.

Poland, after the war, must be recon-
structed, resurrected, as the historic
Poland of 1765. Nor should Poland he
handicapped by the doubtful benefits of
neutrality. Far better to re-establish
her “armed cap a pie.” Switzerland's
neutrality exists because, first of all
of her mnatural barriers—her moun-
tains. Poland is a plain and should ba
made strong by a defensive army under
the united protection of all Europe. It
Iz thus the errors and omissions of tha
congress of Vienna will be repatred.
CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

THE HUGHES SILENCE.

From the Jacksonville Times-Union.
Justice Hughes lets his friends do his
talking.

From the Columbis State. :
Perhaps Justice Hughes is working
on the silence-gives-consenl principle.

Grand Rapids News.

Jjustice Hughes refused to discuss the
presidency with a New York delega-
tion. He is either playing a deep game
or no game at all.

From the Knoxville Journal and Tribune.

Justice Hughes preserves silence an.d
he doesn't have to talk. The sun doesn’t
have to tell when it's shining.

From the Kansag City Times.

The politicians started the Hughes
hoom as a joke and now what annoys
them is that he seems to be taking it
seriously.

From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

Justice Hughes doesn't even dare to
tell George Harvey that the support of
the North American Review i'l detri-
mental to him. Perhaps it isn’t.

From the Pittsburgh Dispatch. :

Prof. Taft is now quoted as believing
the people want Hughes, which may
move some cynics to recall that the
people have not always agreed with
the professor.

From the Philadelphia Press,
Justice Hughes knows that ne man
ever talked himself Into the presidency

—not even one of the colonels. .

From the Detroit Free Press.

Perhaps Justice Hughes doesn't like
to travel well enough to run for the
presidency.

From the Pittshurgh Garstte-TTmes.

Justice Hughes isn’'t saying a word,
but the sudden appearance of a new
photograph of him may be powerfully
significant.

From the Springfleld Union.

The returns from the Vermont pri-
mary bring more gloom to the Roose-
velt shouters. As between Roosevelt
and Hughes the sentiment in Vermont
séems to be about two to one in favor

of the Supreme Court justice. - .. .




